Study program: Special Education and Rehabilitation, module of Visual Impairments

Type and level of studies: Basic Academic

Title of the subject: Psychology of the Blind and Visually Impaired

Lecturer: Luka R. Mijatovi¢

Course status: Obligatory

ECTS: 6

Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites

Aim:

Increasing the knowledge of the developmental specifics of persons with visual impairments and phenomena
related to blindness and low vision, as well as the development of communication, empathy, cooperation and
other skills.

Outcomes:
Better understanding of psychical life and environment of persons with visual impairment. Increasing students
capacity for the efficient job performance.

Content

Lecture:

Definitions of “Psychology of disability” and “Psychology of blind and visually impaired”, theoretical
frameworks for practice and research in which subjects are persons with a need for additional social support,
general problems of application of methods and techniques for psychological assessment of persons with visual
impairment, psycho-social effects of visual impairment, attitudes and prejudices towards blind and low vision
persons, adaptation of blind and visually impaired persons, family with a member with visual impairment,
stress and coping in the families with blind adolescents, adolescent crisis in the population of blind, the
specifics of infants with visual impairments, semiotic systems, development of operational thinking,
psychological aspects of spatial orientation of visually impaired persons, and suggestions for work with visually
impaired and their families.

Practical work:

Using materials from the examinations or psychological practice and additional literature to improve basic
knowledge and to enable basis for developing skills that students need to gain.
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Number of active classes per week: | Lecture: 2 Practical work: 1

Teaching methods:
Lectures, practical classes, seminars, presentations, consultations

Evaluation of knowledge (maximum score 100)

Pre obligations Score Final exam Score
activities during the lectures 10 written exam /
practical teaching 15 oral exam 50
midterm(s) 15

seminars 10




